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About Oconee County Little League 

 
OCLL is the local league with the following affiliation: 
  

Southeastern Region 
State of Georgia 
District 10 

 
Leagues: 

American 
Challenger 

 
Total Number of Teams:   77 
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OCONEE COUNTY 
LITTLE LEAGUE 

  
Mission Statement 

 
To provide the youth of Oconee County with 

a safe, wholesome and exciting athletic 
activity that embodies such life skills as 
teamwork, sportsmanship, leadership, 

respect, caring and good citizenship. 
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Importance of Safety 

 
The purpose of this document is to emphasize the importance of safety in the Oconee 
County Little League and to identify important safety issues of which all individuals 
involved should be aware.  
  
Administrators, Coaches, Parents and Players should take SAFETY issues very 
seriously.   
  
Little League Baseball introduced A Safety Awareness Program (ASAP) with the goal of 
re-emphasizing the position of a Safety Officer to “create awareness, through education and 
information, of the opportunities to provide a safer environment for kids and all 
participants of Little League Baseball”. This program has been very successful by 
dramatically decreasing little league baseball related injuries. The ASAP program qualifies 
this safety plan.  
  
Including the phone list above there are several points addressed in this document in order 
to make it ASAP compliant.  Further information beyond this document on ASAP is 
available by contacting the Oconee County Little League Safety Officer. In addition, this 
document will be distributed in hard copy to all volunteers of the Oconee County Little 
League. A copy will also be available at all of the fields utilized by the OCLL. Following is a 
list of several important features of the safety plan:  
  

1. The Oconee County Little League shall have an active Safety Officer on file with Little 
League Headquarters. The Oconee County Little League safety officer for the 2023 
season is Brad Register (404-849-9190). Any questions regarding this plan and 
Oconee County Little League safety can be directed to the Safety Officer or the 
League President.  

 
2. All accidents and safety violations should be reported to the Safety Officer within 24 

hours of the incident. Timely reporting of safety violations is a key factor in 
promptly dealing with safety issues.  A report will be generated and filed by the 
league and reported to the District Safety Officer.  

 
3. The safety plan herein refers to play at all of the fields utilized by the Oconee County 

Little League.  Copies of this plan will be distributed to all Oconee County Little 
League Board Members and Manager/Coaches.   Additional copies are available 
from any of the concession stands and equipment room located at the Bogart Sports 
complex.  Further copies can be obtained directly from the Safety Officer. 

 
4. Safety Clinics are required every year.  First Aid and Safety Clinics are mandatory 

for all Board members, managers, coaches, and volunteers who will be on the field 
during practice or games.  Only CURRENT, LICENSED M.D.s, R.N.s currently working 
in the ED or ICU, Licensed Certified Athletic Trainers and National Registry or Ga. 



 Page -7- 

Paramedics are exempt.  A medically trained professional who is certified to teach 
First Aid will teach at the safety clinic.  Managers will maintain a medical 
information sheet on each player for emergency notification.  This information 
should be at all practices and games. 

 
5. All managers, coaches, Board members and any other volunteer or hired help who 

has repetitive access to the players and teams of the Oconee County Little League 
shall submit their email address to the league President and/or Coaches agent.  The 
email address will be used to send the potential volunteer the JDP Quick Link where 
the potential volunteer will fill out the 2023 Little League Volunteer Application 
(attached) and all information needed to perform the JDP background check. The 
Oconee County Little League will conduct a Criminal History check on all 
prospective volunteers using the JDP Background Screening database.  Failure to fill 
out the Volunteer Application will automatically deny that person membership in 
Oconee County Little League.  

 
6. All managers, coaches and assistant coaches of the Oconee County Little League 

shall participate in fundamental coaches training.  OCLL works with the Oconee 
County Parks and Recreation Dept. to provide national coaches certification 
programs for managers and coaches.  Dates/locations for these clinics will be 
specified later in this document.  

 
7. Prior to each game, coaches and umpires will walk the field to inspect for hazards. 

Coaches and/or umpires must remediate all hazardous conditions prior to the start 
of play.   

 
8. Regular inspection of equipment is mandatory to ensure safety. Replacement of 

defective equipment must be done immediately by contacting the Equipment 
Manager or any league Board member. Equipment checks are done formally by 
three sources: 1) By the Equipment Manager at the beginning of the season and 
periodically throughout the year; 2) The coaches at the beginning of each game and 
3) Umpires during the course of games.   

  
 

Safe Playing Areas 
 
Regular safety inspections of all fields, structures, dugouts, and equipment are the best way 
to eliminate preventable accidents. Managers, coaches and umpires should routinely check 
playing area for: 
 

1. Holes, divots, rough/uneven surfaces, wet areas. 
2. Glass, rocks, foreign objects. 
3. Damage to fences including holes, sharp edges, and loose posts. 
4. Unsafe conditions around backstop, pitcher’s mound, warning track, and bases. 

5. Proper attire must be worn at all times by the catcher including cup in bullpens, 
during games/practices and between innings. THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS 
RULE! 
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Safe Equipment          
            
All equipment shall be inspected before each use.  Regular safety inspection is 
done before season by safety and equipment officers. Managers and coaches 
must also do inspection during season.  This is essential to the safety of our 
players.  Managers, coaches and umpires should:     
          

1. Be sure all equipment is little league approved or be removed prior to 
use.  

2. Inspect all bats, helmets (batting and catchers), chest protectors, and 
shin guards regularly to ensure safety. Remove damaged equipment and 
contact equipment officer to return and receive safe replacement. 

3. Keep loose equipment stored properly. 
4. Have all players remove personal jewelry. 
5. Encourage parents to provide safety glasses for those players who wear 

glasses. 
6. Contact safety/ equipment officers to repair/replace defective 

equipment. 
 
 
 

SAFE COACHING PROCEDURES       
   
Managers and coaches must: 

1. Have ALL players medical release forms with you at every game and 
practice. If you do not have upon board member request player may be 
deemed ineligible. 

2. Have first aid kit with you for all games and practices.  If supplies are 
low contact safety officers immediately for new supplies. 

3. Have access to a telephone at all times in case of emergency. 
4. Know where nearest/safest emergency shelter is located in case of 

severe weather.           
5. Ensure all players have followed warm-up procedures.    
6. Stress importance of paying attention, no “horse playing allowed” 
7. Instruct the players on proper fundamentals of the game to ensure safe 

participation.           
8. Each practice should have at least 2 coaches in case of an emergency.  
9. One player in on-deck circle at time at ALL times, if allowed (Senior 

League).           
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INCLEMENT WEATHER         
           

Before the Storm:          

1. If in doubt postpone the game.  The Oconee County Parks and 
Recreation has authority on field usage. Check with weather hotline 
706-769-2965 prior to leaving.              

2. Watch for signs of an approaching storm.       
 
           
Approaching Thunderstorm:         

1. Take caution when you hear thunder, lightning will follow.       
2. During a game, the umpire will clear the field in the event of an 

approaching storm.          
3. Move to a safe environment immediately not under a tree or in the 

dugout. 
4. If lightning is present and sturdy shelter not available, go to automobile; 

keep windows up till storm passes.      
5. Stay away from water, trees, metal pipes, and telephone lines.   
6. Unplug pitching machines prior to leaving.      

             
If caught outdoors without shelter:  
 

1. Find low spot away from trees, fences, and light/flag poles. 
2. If in woods, take cover under short trees.      
3. If you feel your skin begin to tingle or your hair feels like it’s standing 

up, squat low balancing on balls of feet.    
4. Make yourself as small as can be.  Tuck head between legs and 

minimize contact with ground.       
             

If someone is struck by lightning:  
1. Call 911 immediately.  
2. Person does not conduct electricity therefore you can touch them. 
3. Check for burns.          
4. Give first aid and CPR as needed.  
5. Contact league Safety Officer and league President ASAP.    
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 TEN COMMANDMENTS OF SAFETY 
 
I. BE ALERT 
II. CHECK PLAYING FIELD FOR SAFETY HAZARDS  
III. WEAR PROPER EQUIPMENT  
IV. ENSURE EQUIPMENT IS IN GOOD SHAPE 
V. ENSURE FIRST AID IS AVAILABLE  
VI. MAINTAIN CONTROL OF THE SITUATION 
VII. MAINTAIN DISCIPLINE 
VIII. SAFETY IS A TEAM SPORT    
IX. BE ORGANIZED        
X. HAVE FUN  
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VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENTS 
 

All managers, coaches, Board members and any other volunteer or hired help who 

has repetitive access to the players and teams of the Oconee County Little League 

shall submit their email address to the league President and/or Coaches agent.  The 

email address will be used to send the potential volunteer the JDP Quick Link 

where the potential volunteer will fill out the 2023 Little League Volunteer 

Application (attached) and all information needed to perform the JDP background 

check. The Oconee County Little League will conduct a Criminal History check on 

all prospective volunteers using the JDP Background Screening database.  Failure 

to fill out the Volunteer Application will automatically deny that person 

membership in Oconee County Little League.  
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PRE-SEASON COACHING REQUIREMENT 

OCONEE COUNTY LITTLE LEAGUE 

 

NOTICE TO ALL MANAGERS AND COACHES 

           
The requirements to coach in OCLL are as follows:    

              

1. Complete a 2023 Little League Volunteer Application and submit 

information required for a background check using the JDP background 

screening database. 

 

2. Complete a Fundamental Coaches Clinic by a recognized program or 

provided by OCLL prior to practice starting.     

    

3. Complete a First Aid/Safety Clinic provided by OCLL prior to practice 

starting.  The ASAP Safety Program requires at least one participant per 

team to attend clinic provided by OCLL. OCLL prefers all volunteers to 

attend.           

          

To be exempt from taking Coaches Clinic, the OCLL Coaches Agent must approve 

proof of a class/clinic.        

To be exempt from First Aid/Safety Clinic:  Only CURRENT, LICENSED 

PHYSICIANS, PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS, RNs currently working in ED or ICU 

and National Registry or Georgia Licensed Paramedics are exempt.  You must 

contact Safety Officer, Brad Register, prior to exemption.     

      

ALL Coaches must download, read, understand and adhere to 2023 OCLL Safety 

Program.  This should answer all of safety questions throughout the season.  It is 

located on OCLL website. 
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OCONEE COUNTY LITTLE LEAGUE 
CODE OF CONDUCT 

             
The Oconee County Little League Board of Directors has mandated the following 
Code of Conduct. 
 
All managers and coaches will read the Code of Conduct and sign in the space 
provided, acknowledging that he or she understands and agrees to comply with the 
Code of Conduct. Please return signed copy with Volunteer Application at 
registration or to appropriate to VP.  Return these copies to the Safety Officer.  
             

Oconee County Little League Code of Conduct 
 

No Board Member, Manager, Coach, Player or Spectator shall at any time: 
1. Lay a hand upon, push, shove, strike, or threaten an official. 
2. Be guilty of heaping personal verbal or physical abuse upon an official. 
3. Be guilty of an objectionable demonstration of dissent at an official’s decision by 

throwing of gloves, helmets, hats, balls, bats or any forceful unsportsmanlike 
action.  

4. Be guilty of using unnecessarily rough tactics in the play of a game against the 
body of an opposing player. 

5. Be guilty of a physical attack upon any board member, official manager, coach, 
player or spectator.  

6. Be guilty of the use of profane obscene or vulgar language in any manner at any 
time.  

7. Appear on the field of play, stands, or anywhere on the Little League complex 
while in an intoxicated state.   

8. Be guilty of gambling upon any play or outcome of any game with anyone at  
 any time.  

9. Smoke while in the stands or on the playing field or in any dugout.  Smoking will 
only be permitted in designated areas. 

10. Be guilty of publicly discussing with spectators in a derogatory or abusive 
manner any play, decision or a personal opinion on any players during  the 
game. 

11. As a manager or coach, be guilty of mingling with or fraternizing with spectators 
during the course of the game.   

12. Speak disrespectfully to any manager, coach, official, or representative of the 
league.  

13. Be guilty of tampering or manipulating any league rosters, schedules, draft 
positions, or selections, official score books, rankings, financial records or 
procedures. 

14. Challenge an umpire’s authority.  The umpires shall have the authority and 
discretion during a game to penalize the offender according to the infraction up 
to and including expulsion from the game. 
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The Board of Directors will review all infractions of the Code of Conduct.  
Depending on the seriousness or frequency, the board may assess additional 
disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the league. 
 
 

 
 
I have read the Oconee County Little League Code of Conduct and Safety 
Program and promise to adhere to its rules and regulations.  I will return all 
leased equipment within 14 days of my last scheduled event to the Equipment 
Room. 
 
 
 
 
________________________    _____________________________ 
Print Manager name                Team name and division  
             
 
              
 
            
________________________    _____________________________ 
Manager signature                                    Date      

             

             

 

             

              

______________________    ______________________ 
Coach #1      Coach #2 
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TRAINING          

   
Fundamental Coaches Clinic 
 
All Managers and Coaches of the Oconee County Little League shall participate 
in Fundamental coaches training.  OCLL works with local high school coaches 
to provide high-level baseball specific instruction for managers and coaches. 
             
First Aid and Safety Clinic

 
Safety Clinics are required every year.  First Aid and Safety Clinics are 
mandatory for all Board members, managers, coaches, and volunteers who 
will be on the field during practice or games.  Only CURRENT LICENSED 
PHYSICIANS, PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS, RN’s working in the ED or ICU, and 
National Registry or Georgia Paramedics are exempt.  Exemptions must be 
cleared through Safety Offices prior to Safety Clinic.  A medically trained 
professional who is certified to teach First Aid will teach classes.  Managers 
will maintain a medical release form on each player at all times for emergency 
notification. 
              
ALL coaches should read and be familiar with the first aid handouts 
distributed at the Safety Clinic.   
 
The Coaches Clinic and First Aid/Safety Clinic will be held Saturday, 
January 28, 2023 at the Watkinsville First Baptist Church from 9am -
11am.   
 
Safety Training for Coaches 
 
All coaches are required to complete the safety training at 
www.coachsafely.org.  The mission of the CoachSafely Foundation is to limit 
youth sports-related injuries through research, advocacy and education of 
coaches, parents, physical educators and other influential figures in young 
athletes’ lives.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.coachsafely.org/
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CPR/ AED 

 
Periodically, Little League International and Oconee County Little 
League will hold additional coaches training clinics during the 
season.   Contact league officials for more information.  There may 
be a voluntary CPR/AED class offered prior to the first games 
played.     
 
AEDs are available for use at the Bogart Sports Complex, 
Oconee Veteran’s Park, and Herman C. Michael Sports Complex. 
             

         

 

UMPIRE REQUIREMENTS        
              
All umpires are expected to participate in pre-season rules and 
umpire clinics at the local and/or district level.     
  
All coaches and umpires should be familiar with Little League and 
OCLL league safety, playing rules and procedures.  These are  
distributed to all managers, coaches and umpires at the season 
beginning and are available through the board of directors.  
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FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT 
2023 Little League Facility Survey (See Attached) 
 
Pre-Game Field Inspection 

The fields and surrounding areas will be inspected on a regular 
basis. The field will be walked before each game by the umpire and 
home team manager to look for and to correct any unsafe conditions 
(holes, broken glass, rocks).  Any field or areas used for league 
practices shall be inspected for unsafe conditions by coaches prior 
to practice.   

All safety issues with the fields, which cannot be resolved at the 
parks, should be brought to the attention of the Safety Officer 
and/or President.   

All bats and loose equipment must be kept off the playing fields. 
Organized equipment can prevent falling hazards.   

Only Players, Managers, Coaches and Umpires are permitted on the 
playing field during play and practice sessions. 
 

Equipment Inspection 

The Safety/Equipment Officer will inspect all equipment to be 
issued and/or used prior to issue or use. 
 
Coaches, Safety Officer, and Umpires are responsible for the 
continuous inspection of equipment whether it is league issued 
equipment or player brought equipment.  Non-safe equipment must 
be removed immediately and replaced as soon as possible. 

 
Disengaging Bases 
All fields will have bases that disengage from their anchors, as 
required since 2008. 
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Speed Limits at Facilities 
The speed limit at all facilities is 10 mph unless posted otherwise. 
 

Miscellaneous 
Trash - Please dispose of all trash in appropriate canisters. If 
canister is not provided bring trash home with you to dispose of. 
 
Smoking is not permitted near fields, dugouts, and fences. 
 
If at any time you sense a mysterious individual whom you are 
concerned about harming our youth please do not hesitate to call 
911. 
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Concession Stand Safety Procedures 

        Concession Stand Policy 
   Oconee County Little League 
      2023 

1. Concession stands are operated by the OCPRD. 

2. Adult supervision must be in effect at all times. No one under the age 

of 15 will be allowed to work in a concession stand. 

3. Only adults are allowed to operate or be near the grill. 

4. Outdoor grills will be place in an area away from spectators. Fire 

extinguishers should be available and workers trained in use. 

5. All volunteers will wash their hands on a regular bases using soap and 

warm water. Only HEALTHY workers should prepare and serve food. 

6. Un-wrapped food must be handled with paper towels or plastic wrap. 

7. No glass containers will be sold at the concession stand. 

8. Everything must be cleaned up and put away at the end of shift. 

9. A complete first aid kit will be kept in the concession stand. 

10. A list of emergency phone numbers will be posted in the concession 

stand. 

11. The Health Certificate will be posted at all times. 

12. OCLL is a Smoke-Free Environment. 

 
Rapidly reheating potentially hazardous foods to 165 degrees F.  
Do not attempt to reheat foods in Crock-pot, steam tables or other 
holding devices. This could activate bacteria and never reach the 
temperatures needed to kill the bacteria. 
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OCLL COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 
 

 

 
The safety and well-being of all our families, friends, and participants is always paramount, and 

today, is more important than ever.  The following protocols provide guidelines for minimizing 

risk while still allowing our players to participate and compete in baseball and softball.   We 

cannot guarantee adherence by all participants at all times.   Families should make their own 

choices on participation and in the best interest of their family and players. 

 

 

Oconee County Parks and Recreation Department (OCPRD) protocols 

As a user group of OCPRD, OCLL will adhere to OCPRD Covid protocols.   These can be found 

in the OCPRD document “COVID-19 PROGRAM PROTOCOLS AND BEST PRACTICES” 

and found at oconeecounty.com. 

 

 

OCLL Protocols 

 

Player Equipment 

• Players should have their own batter’s helmet, glove, bat, and catcher’s equipment. 

• Initially, teams will be provided with one set of catcher’s equipment as many catchers 

have their own catcher’s gear.  A coach may request additional sets of catcher’s gear and 

OCLL will provide them 

• Player’s equipment should only be used by that player – no sharing of equipment 

 

Drinks and Snacks 

• Players, coaches and umpires should bring their own drinks to all team activities 

• Drinks should be labeled with the person’s name 

• There should be no use of shared or team beverages 

 

Scheduling 

• Practice and game times will be scheduled to accommodate adequate spacing between 

events to minimize contact between arriving and leaving groups 

• Players/coaches/spectators should vacate the field/facility as soon as is reasonably 

possible after the conclusion of their practice/game in order to minimize unnecessary 

contact with individuals from the next practice/game 

 

 

Personal Protective Equipment 

• Teams may “extend” the dugout and use the bleachers as additional space for players 

during games. 

• OCLL will provide each player with a face covering as requested.   Players may also use 

their own face covering. 
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Rosters 

• Target team size will be 12 players  

 

Spectators 

• Stay six feet away from individuals outside their household 

• Bring their own seating/portable chairs when possible 

 

 

Final note – one of the best protections for our players and families is for parents to keep players 

and family members home if showing any symptoms related to COVID-19.   If anyone has a 

fever, cough or has been in close contact with an individual testing positive for COVID, please 

keep them at home. 

 


